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H. Experiments and OhferVations of the Ejffetts of fede- 
ral forts of Poifons upon Animals , dec. Made at 
Montpellict in the Tears i6>8 and 1^79, hy 
the late William Courten Efqs, Communicated hy 
Dr. Hans Sloane, ^ S. Seen Trmflated from 
the Latin MS. 

IN the Month of July, Anno 1678. we gave a Dog a 
piece of Bread fteer/d in two Ounces of the Juice of 
Dutch Night-fhade \SoUnum Batauicum] exprefs'd from 
the green Plant, and roixt with Cheefe. As far as we 
coaJd perceive* he did not feem to receive any raanifeft 
Damage from if. 

The fame Dofe of the Juice of the Leaves of Hemlock 
[CicHta] had no more effect. We gave alfo the fame 
Dog a pretty large Roof/of Wolfs-Bane \Acomtum Parda- 
Hatfches'2 together with the Leaves and Flowers of the 
fame Plant bruifed and mixt withPleft)$ which did him 
no hurt. 

Two Drachms of White Hellebore [Eelleborus albm] 
very much drfor.der'd him, and caufed Reachings, Suf- 
focations, Vomiting, and Voiding of Excrements. 
This Dog (as afterwards we often obferved in others 
that had taken the like Corrofive Medicines) whether be- 
caufe he was not able to endure the Pain, or by reafon 
of any other Uneafinefs, often fcratched the Ground 
with his Feet : However he recover'd, and was well 
again. 

He fwallowed alfo five Roots of Meadow-Sajfro* 
[ColchhHM Ephemerum^ dug frefh out of the Earth : With 
which he was violently tormented, but did not dye. 

At 
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At laft he took two Drachms of Opium, which caft 
him into -^deep fleep $. hut after Vomiting and voiding 
fetid Excrements, he recover'd by degrees his former 
brisknefs. So many, and thofe fo notorious Poifons, 
could not kill this Dog. 

Some Weeks after, when the fame Dog had recoyer'd 
bis former Vigour, we try 'don- him the force of a niuch 
ftronger Pojfon. We caufed him to be bit 5 or 4 times 
on the Belly, a little below the Navel, by an inraged 
Viper. There arofe immediately little black Bladders, 
containing a liquid blackifh fort of Corruption 5 they 
were flaccid and tremulous, like the Gall Bladder when 
it is about half fall 5 and a livid colour- by degree* fpread 
over all the neighbouring Parts. The Venome propa- 
gated itfelf with wonderful quicknefs, and weakened 
all, but more efpecially the. Animal Functions : For not- 
wkhftanding the Diaphragme did ftill perform its Office 
pretty ftrongly, tho' with fome diforder, and the Heart 
continued beating, tho' faintly and irregular $ yet they 
feemed to fare much better than the Brain, whofe 
Strength was fo weakened, that it could not perform the 
Functions of Senfe and Motion but very faintly 5 info- 
much, that the Dog lay without any Strength or Senfa- 
tion, as if he had been feized with a Lethargy or Apo- 
plexy: Which kind of Stupidity we alfo obferv'd, feme- 
times in. a greater, and foraetimes in a lefs Degree, in 
all other Dogs bit by a Viper. Being willing to fave this 
Dog. (tho' we had found by many Experiments, that 
much {lighter Wounds made by a Viper had occafioned 
Death) we thought- fit to have recourfe to feveral Re- 
medies \ and therefore cupped and fcarified the part that 
was wounded, and applied Treacle {Jheriaca^} After 
this we let him alone for about two Hours : But his 
Sleepinefs encreafing more and more, and his Vital and 
Animal Fun&ions* finking, we were forced to have. re- 
courfe to another Method of Cure. Wherefore to dif- 
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pel his Sleepinefs, we forced into his Throat half 4 
Drachm of Volatile Salt of Hartlhorn mixt in Brotfa $ 
which we eafily did, by reafon of his weaknefs. In a 
little time after, his Eyes, which before4ookeci dead, 
began to revive, and he was able to ftand on his Feet and 
walk. Whereupon we repeated the fame Dofe of the 
Volatile Salt, by which he was freed from his Sleepinefs^ 
and the Strength of his Heart recover'd 3 andiiotwitbr 
ftanding he remained weak for "three Days, yet he fenr 
fibly recover'd Strength, tho' he would eat nothing all 
that time: But he drank Water very plentifully and 
greedily - 7 and on the fecond Day did cot refufe cold 
Broth. After the third Day he began to eat foljd Meats, 
and feemed now out of Danger $ only fome large foul 
Ulcers remain'd on that part of his Belly that was bit, 
of which he would fcarce have died, bad he not been 
killed by another Dog; which prevented us from feeing 
the Event of this Experiment. 

But to try more fully the force of the above-menti- 
oned Poifon, it is necefiary to make feveral Experiments 
of it: For tho* the Bite of a Viper, if it be but flight, 
may kill fome Dogs $ yet in the Month following, a large 
(Vrong Dog, that was bit in the Tongue, .which is a 
very dangerous part, recover'd without any Medicines. 
His Tongue indeed turned black, and fwelled fo much, 
that it could fcarce be contained in his Mouth : He was 
ftupid, as is ufual from the Venome of a Viper, but not 
fo much but that he could ftand on his Feet. A few 
Hours after, his Sleepinefs decreased j and the next Day 
he endeavour'd to lap Water, but the bignefs of his 
Tongue prevented him. On the third Day he threatned 
to bite any body that difturb'd him, and had recover'd fo 
much Strength, as to be able to efcape out of the place 
where he was kept 1, And two after, . was feen in rhe 
Streets t, but what became of 'him afterwards we could 
not learn. 

Oa 
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On the 17th of OBoUr We gave a Dog 15 Grain* of 
the dryed Root of Monkf-Hood [Napei/fts") powder'd, 
and mixt roith Fiefh and Broth. He had no fooner 
taken it, but he was feized with a difficulty of fwaJlow- 
ing, or rather feemed as if he was like to be ftrangled. 
He immediately grew faint and reftlefs, and dug the 
Ground with his Feet 5 but foon defifted, by reafon of 
a fainting-FJt, as we imagined from the dull colour of 
his Eyes, and a weaknefs of all his Body. This Faint- 
ing was prefently fucceeded by a violent Vomiting, in 
which he threw up the Flefh that he had Eaten, wbich 
was very little ajter'd. His Fainting foon returning a- 
gain, he laid bimfelfonthe Ground 5 but being feized 
with terrib v e Convulfions of the Abdohsm, Diaphragme, 
and of alrhoft the whole Body, he run from place to 
place, an3 vomited To great a quantity of frothy Matter, 
t jjat he was like to have been ftrangled. His Vomiting 
"sncreafed, with a kind of crying and fobbing, like broken 
Sighs, as if he had ehdeavour'd to bark at thofe that 
ftoOd by* In this manner he was miferably tormented 
for the fpace of an Hour } at which time all his Symp- 
toms remitted, and by degrees he recover'd. 

In the Summer before* we gave a little Dog a Drachm 
of the Root of Monkshood ' [_Napellmi] He was foon 
after feized with the fame Symptoms, but they were 
longer and more violent 5 and he in like manner reco- 
ver'd; 

In both thefe t>ogs we particularly took notice of 
thele hroken and interrupted Sighs, or kind of fobbing^ 
Jbecaufe^we did not obfeirve the like to be occafioaed by 
any other Poifon that we had made Trial of. 

An Ounce of the Leaves, Flowers, and Seed of the 
Napell/# when green, being bruifed and given to a Dog, 
fcarce difcrder'd him any more than if he had eaten fo 
much Grafs. 

About 



About tfee fame time we made tryal of the Nhx Pti* 
mica on another Dog 5 not that we doubted of its be* 
ing a Poifon, but that we might fee the effect- of it on 
his body when dead. The Dog accordingly dying in 
a fhort time, we found his Stomach and fmall Guts very 
red 5 and judged this Rednefe and Inflammation to bs 
caufed by the Corrofivenefs of the Medicine. 

On the 20th of Offober, we injefted warm into the 
Jugular Vein of a ftrong lufty Dog an Ounce of Emetic 
Wine {Vinum Emticum ;| For a quarter of an Hour, after 
the Operation was over and he was let loofe, he conti- 
nued pretty well, unlefs that he feemed fbmewbat de- 
eded 3 but afterwards he began to grow ill, and an un- 
ufuai Agitation was . manifeft about the Diaphragme ; 
this was followed by a continual Vomiting, and a little 
after by an Evacuation of fome hard Excrements. By 
thefe Evacuations he feemed to be fomew hat relieved, 
but foon grew uneafy, moved from place to place, and 
vomited again. After this he laid himfelf down on 
the Ground pretty quietly 5 but his Vomiting returning 
again, difturbed his Reft, and abated his Strength, 
which grew weaker and weaker 5 for in the fpace of 
an Hour -he vomited 1 2 times or more, and fometiraes 
voided fome liquid Excrements, but in fmall quantity 5 
having frequent Inclinations to go to Stool, but in vain, 
as in a Temfmus. An Hour and half after the Oparation, 
he being lb weak that he could not ftand, his Eyes dull, 
and looking as if he were half dead, we gave him fome 
warm Broth thro' a Funnel. With this he was wonder- 
fully refrefh'd immediately, and foon after could look 
about, ftand on his Legs and walk 3 but by reafon of his 
weaknefs, reel'd as if he had been drunk. We left him 
by himfelf in a warm Room, where he remained cold, 
and lay as if he had been dying 3 and in an Hour after, 
we forced htm to take fome more Broth, which revived 
him again : But in a little time, after fome agitation of 
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iui "Bodf , he vomited, made Uriae very plentifully, 
haiwicd mifcrably, and dyed convulfed. Next Day in 
viewing his Vifcer*, we found two things very obltr- 
vabie (but neither of them occasioned by the Liquor 
that was injected 5) one of them was in the Heart, the 
other .in the Mfofkagtts. In the Heart there were two 
Polypm\ : That which poflefs'd the right Ventricle, 
firetched itfrlf into the Vena cava and Pulmonary Artery $ 
and that which was in the left Ventricle, flnt Branches 
into the adjoyning Veflels, and wa-s lefs than that in the 
Right Ventricle. The Subftance of the Polypus was 
pretty- firm, of a Flefh colour, fame what pellucid, and 
being cut thro' the middle was altogether of the fame 
colour and confidence as on the Surlace. To the M- 
fophagtts there grew a remarkable Gland, which was 
liard, callous and foul, and opened with a fmall, round, 
fiefhy Orifice into the In fide of the Stomach, where, 
upon prefling it, a little Corruption came forth. Upon 
opening this Gland or Tubercle, we found in it a great 
many little Worms, wrapt and entangled together, and 
moilten'd with a corrupted Matter. Some of thtfe 
Worms were above 4 Inches long, others lefs. After- 
wards we found the like Glands, full of Worms, in other 
Dogs, and in moft we opened, but not fo much cor- 
rupted as in this. We obferv'd alfo the like foul Glands 
in the AorPa defeendens, but in one only found a Worm 
like thefe, which was almoft got out of if, thro' an 
Orifice, into the Cavity of the Thorax. After this we 
likewife otferv'd more Polypus's in Dogs. 

On the 27th of Odober we injected warm into the 
Jugular Vein of a Dog a Dr2chm and half of Sal Armo- 
niae diSb-lved in an Ounce and half of Water. The Li* 
Cfuor had fearce arrived at the Heart, but the Dog pre- 
sently fell into deadly Convulsions over his whole 
Body; Wherefore we tet him loofej but he dy'd mmx* 

On 



(49 l ) 

On the 1 8th of Navember t we cau r ed a Whelp to be 
bit in the lower JLip By a Blind-Worm [Cacilia] (o that 
the Blood appear'd in the Wound. The Whelp dy'd 
indeed the fame Days but becaqfe weThad committed 
him to the care of another Perfon, we could not be cer- 
tain whether he dy'd of the Wound or not; and what 
increafed our Sufpicion, was, that there did not appear 
on the part that was bit any livid Colour. 

On the 12th of December we injected into the Jugular 
Vein of a Dog a Drachm of Salt of Tartar diflblved in an 
Ounce of warm Water : He dy'd "crying, and in Con- 
*plfions, almoft immediately. 

On the i$t.h of December we jound a Polypus in both 
the Ventricles of the Heart 3t* a Dog, each Polypus 
Stretching itfelf with a double Root into the Veffels of 
the Ventricle it pofleffed. Afterwards we often obler^ 
ved the like Polypus's in other Dogs. 

On the 20th of December we injected warm into the 
Jugular Vein of a Dog an Ounce of Urine made by a 
Man fading. The Dog was uneafy during the Injecti- 
on, and while the Liquor paHed to the Heart 5 but was 
not feized with any Convulfions or other ill Symptoms $ 
and being let loofe, eat Breed very greedily. 

•The fame Day we made a gentle Decoction of two 
Drachms of White Hellebore^ well powder'd, in Spring 
Water, and evaporated it away to Nine Drachms and 
a half 5 and the next Day injected all the Decoction, 
ftrongly prefled out and turbid, into the Jugular Vein 
of a Dog. At firft fome few Drops only paffed to the 
Heart, fome concreted Blood obstructing the Paffage* 
but thofe Drops very much affected the Dog, for he was 
ieized immediately with convulsive Motions : But foori 
after, when the Liquor had removed what lay in its 
way, and had enter'd the Heart, it killed the Dog as 
Suddenly as if he had been (hot thro* the Heart with a 
Bullet ; for having lofend him prefently,to fee if any Life 
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tetnainM, be was quite dead and flaccid, and fitmgKke 
a»,Fleece in the band of the Perfon that held him. 

On the 2d of January 1 679. Vinegar was inje&ed 
warm into the Jugular Vein of a Dog, without doing 
him any manifeft harm. 

The fame Day we caufed a Whelp to be ftung in the 
Tongue by feveral acarpous 5 but the Wounds made by 
the Scorpions, by reafon of their weaknefs, being but 
flight, and not penetrating deep, we made a (mail Inci- 
fionon the Abdomen t and drawing aftde the Skin, let the 
Scorpions make feveral Wounds on if, but without any 
effect, tho" we often forced the Sting into the Wound*, 
and pre fled the Bladder that is fuppofed to contain the 
Venomc 

In like manner a Tidgeon, being feveral times flung 
by a Scorpion, remained, unhurt. 

January the 3d, two' Drachms of Sugar difiolved in aa 
Ounce of Water, was injje&ed into the Jugular Van of 
a Dog.i He received no harm from the Injection, b«t 
continued well for the three Days after, that we kept 
him. 

* On the 4th of January^ a Drachm and half of Spirit 
efSaitf diluted in an Ounce and half of Water, and 
injected into the Jugular Vein of a Dog, killed him im* 
EtiediateLy. In the Right Ventricle of his Heart, we 
found' the Blood partly grumous and concreted into 
harder Clots- than ordinary, and partly frothy. In the 
lame Dog. that Gland that contains Worms, and is- fre- 
quently, found in the Mfophagus, opened with two Ori- 
fices into the Cavity of that Fart, and in the. Sitiuii^cS 
it there, lay feveral fmall. Worms. 

January the 5th, we gave a Dog 12 (mail Caterpillars 
©f the Pine-tree. ^Pitjocantpa, z>el Eme& Pirn") weighing 
J a Drachm, which we bruifed alive, and mixed witit 
Jpiefn.. The Dog,, tho 9 he was but yeung, received n® 
other hu& } ,. thm that wm and then he feemed as if be 

emlea* 
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tndeavoar'd to fwallow iomptbiiig, or w>t tfoubletj 
with, an Inclination!© Vomitj from whence we judged 
the Stomach and JE/opBagus to be only lightly affected : 
But thefe Symptoms vanHhed in a few Hours, and the 
Dog continued Brisk, and greedy of Meat, all the reft 
of the Day* 

The, lame Day we included * Rat in a large Gluts 
with a Scorpion $ but the Scorpion, being dull and be- 
numn'd vmbthe extream coldnefs of the Weather, was 
able to wound the Rat but very weakly^ with which 
however the Rat being provok'd, fet upon the Scor* 
pion, and knawed off and devour'd part of him, keep* 
ing his. Eyes (hut all the while, that he might not be 
hurt by his Claws or Sting k The fame Fate happened 
to another Scorpion, which we added to the former* 
but the Rat notwithftaoding remained unhurt* 

Joftutiry tfce 6ih r we killed a Dog almoft in a Moment, 
by injecting into his Jugular Vein an Ounce of Spirit 
of Wine, in which there was diffolved, a Drachm of 
Camfbire. 

The fame Day we injected warm into the Crural Vein 
of a Cat, <^o Grains of Opium, diflolved in an Ounce of 
Water. The Cat pseCently after : the> lojf&ion feemed 
very much dejected, but did not cary $ oqjy made a low, 
interrupted, complaining Noifo. . After this followed 
Tremblings of her Limbs, ConvuHive Motions of htt 
Eyes,Ear$,Lips^and alnjoft^f aVl.part$ olher Body^ with 
violent Convuiiion* of , her JSrtalt t Sometimes {fee would 
raife up her Head, and feem to look about her,- but. net 
Eyes were very dull and deadiflfc* and tho'-ftie was lev 
loofe, and had nothing tisd about' her Head or Neck, 
yet her Mouth was fo filled wit4i Foam or Froth, that 
foe was like to be ftrangled* At laft* her ConyuUGy* 
Motions continuing and, being ieized with a (tretching. 
of Uw Limbs, (he dy'd within a quarter of an Hq&e. 

Upon 
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Upon openiagher Body, wfe did fldt find the Blood 
much altered f rem its -Matural State; 

February the 7 A, we inje&ed inflphthe Crural Veir^ of 
a lufty ftrong Dog a Drachm and baif of Opium, dif- 
folved in an Ounce and half of Water. The Dog 
immediately (hewed the great Pain he endured, by a 
violent ftrugling of his whole Body, aioud'Noife that 
he made, notwithstanding his Jaws were tied, a great 
difficulty of Breathing and Palpitation of the Heart, with 
Convulfive Motions of almoft ail Parts of his Body : In 
a little time all thefe remitted, .and he was Teheed with 
a profound Sleep, as if he had been in a Lethargy or 
Apoplexy. Having Jet him loofe, he lay upon the 
Ground without moving or making any Noile, in fo 
deep a Sleep, that he would not move with beating. 
About half an Hoar after, if we beat him, he would 
move a little, but prefently lay down again. After an 
Hour, if we beat him, he would move a little more 5 
and by degrees- his Sleepinefs a little decreafing, in an 
Hour and half or two Hours time, when he was beat 
he would make a Noife and walk a little, but Teemed 
very heavy and ftupHied, and reeled as he went 5 but as 
fbon as we left off -beating him, as if he had forgot 
every thing* that had paft, he prefently laid himfelf 
down again and fell a fleep. Next Day when we viewed 
the Place where he lay, we found a great quantity of 
fetid Excrements, like corrupted Blood, or the diluted 
Opium that he had taken : But frill his Drowfinefs con- 
tinued, and tho' we beat him with Whips, that he ran 
crying about the Room, yet he prefently forgot it, and 
immediately fell afleep again. In this fleepy Condition 
he continued 3 Days, refuting whatfoever was orTer'd 
him to eat, 6r rather not minding that or any thing elle. 
On the 4th Day we found him dead r But perhaps he 
woulti not have dy'd of theftupifying Quality of the 
Opium, if(confidering the extream coldnefs of the Wea- 
ther) 
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tber) we had put him in a warmer place, and bad 
forced him to have taken fome Broth. . 

February the 8tb, we found in tbe Bladder of a Tor- 
toife, adhering to its Coat, a flat porous Stone, about 
twice as big as a Lentil. 

February the 9th, a Drachm and half of Common Salt* 
diffolved in an Ounce and half of Water, was injected 
into the Jugular Vein of a Dog. After the Injection, he 
was thirfty, and drank Water greedily ^ but in other 
Rxfpe&s he feerned to be pretty well, and the next Day, 
was quite recover'd. 

February the 20th 1679, we inje&ed into the Crdral 
Vein of a little Dog, half an Ounce of warm Oil of 0- 
lives, which we did with a great deal of difficulty, and 
very flowly, by reafon of the fmallnefs of the Vein and 
t.bicknefs of the Liquor. For half a quarter of an Hour 
that we were injecting the Liquor, the Dog did nos 
feem to be uneafy or out of order 3 but after that, he 
barked, cryed, looked deje&ed, and fell prefently intc 
a deep Apoplexy j fo that his Limbs were depriv'd of 
Senfe and Motion, and were flexible any way at plea- 
furej his Refpiration ftill continuing very ftrong, with 
a fnorting and wheezing, and a thick watery Humour 
flowing in great qoantity out of his Mouth, which was 
fometimes mixt with Blood. He loft all External Senfe 5 
His Eyes, tho' they continued open, were not fenfible 
of- any Objects that were put to them $ and we touched 
and rubbed the Cornea (as fenfible a part as it is) with- 
out any more fign of his being fenfible of it than if he 
bad been dead. His Eye-lids notwithftanding had a 
'Convulfive Motion ;' His Hearing was quite loft 3 and 
his Feeling, tho' at firft he feem'd to have fome fmal; 
Senfe of it when we touched his Wound, yet afterwards 
it was fo dull, that we pinced his Claws and Flefh with 
Pincers, and.bored Holes thro 9 his Ears, without his mo- 
ving or feeming to be the leaft fenfible of it. It is worth 
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obferving, that in the midft of his Sleep, being fome- 
times feized with a Convulfive Motion of his D/a* 
pbragme and other Mufcles that help Refpiration, he 
would bark ftrongly as if he were awake, and in a little 
time would be quiet again : So that in lefs than a quar~ 
ter of an Hour his Reft would be difturbed } or 4 times 
with this violent Barking. But confidering this' more 
attentively, we found that at the very time he barked, 
he was as void of Senfe as before 5 for we could neither 
make him Bark, nor leave off Barking, by either beat- 
ing or pricking him ^ but in a little time he would leave 
off of himfelf, , and return to it again fome time after. 
Thus in three Hours after the Inje&ion, fpent in Sleep- 
ing and Barking, he dyed 5 and having opened his Body 
after he was dead, we found the Bronchia of the Lungs 
filled with a thick Froth. 

A few Days after we inje&ed a larger quantity, viz. 
an Ounce of Oil of Olives into the Jugular Vein of a 
Dog, which fuffocated him the fame Moment. 

Afterwards the fame quantity of Oil of Olives, being 
inje&ed into the Jugular Vein of a Dbg, killed him in 
an Hours time. He was feized with a great Sleepinefs, 
Snorting and Wheezing, and a bloody Water run plen- 
tifully out of his Mouth. In this Dog, tho* he did not 
dye immediately, we did not obferve the Barking as in 
the former : But in all that were fuffocated by Oil, we 
found their Lungs filled with a very thick Froth. 

'February the 27th, we injedcd 10 Drachms of highly 
Te&ified Spirit of Wine into the Crural Vein of a Dog. 
The Dog died in a very Hale time, very quictlv, and as 
it were with pleafure, licking his Jaws with his Tongue, 
and breathing quick, but eafily, without barking, crying, 
or any Convulfive Motion. In the Vena cava and right 
Ventricle of the Heart, the Blood was concreted into a 
great many little hard Clots 5 which appeared yet more 
confpicucus and harder in fome Blocd thit flowed back 
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from the Vein into the Syringe; In this Dog we found 
the Emulgent Artery of the Left Side to be double. 

March the ad, we inje&ed three Drachms of rectified 
Spirit of Wine into the Crural Vein of a fmall Dog 5 
which made him Apoplettick, and as he were half dead. 
In a little time he recover'd from his Apoplexy, but 
grew giddy 5 and when he endeavour'd to go, reeled 
and fell down. Tho' his Strength increafed by degrees, 
yet his Drunkennefs ftill continued : His Eyes were red 
and fiery, and his Sight fo dull, that he did not feem 
to take notice of any thing, and when he was beat 
would fcarce move. However, in four Hours time he 
grew better, and would eat Bread when we gave it him. 
The next Day he was brisker, and feemed paft all Dan- 
ger. 

In diffe&ing the fame Dog fome time after, we found 
in the fmall Guts two Flat-Worms 5 one of them about 
6 Spans long, and the other about 5. They had per- 
forated the Gut ; and one of them was got half out of 
it into the Cavity of the Abdomen. 

About the fame time we found in two Dogs a Worm, 
of near a Foot in length, out of the Inteftines, in the 
Cavity of the Abdomen, the Inteftines being no ways 
perforated, but remaining found and whole. That we 
might be more certain of this, we feparated them from 
the Mefentery, and viewed them very carefully. But in 
both thefe Dogs the Omentum was of an ill colour and 
putrified * from whence we conjectured, that thefe 
Worms were bred from the Putrifa&ion of the Omn- 
ium. 

We injected into the Crural Vein of a Dog 5 Ounces 
of a ftrong White Wine'-, which made him very drunk, 
and little different from what a lefs quantity of Spirit of 
Wine would have done: But in a few Hours his Drunk- 
ennefs abated, and he recovered. 
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fn the fame Month of March we injected into the 
Crural Vein of a. Dog, an Ounc£ of a ftrong Decoction 
of Tobacco. He was feized immediately with ftrange 
Crnvulfions of bis whole Body. At firft his Eyes look- 
ed wild and diftorted, his Jaws trembled - y and in a lit- 
tle time he died terribly convulfed. This Experiment 
we repeated feveral times after, and always with the 
fame fuccefi. 

Ten Drops of diftilled Oil of 'Sage, mixt with half a 
Drachm of Sugar, and diflblved in an Ounce of Water* 
being injected iflto the Crural Vein of a Dog, did him 
no harm. 

In a Caftrated Dog we obferved the Procefles of the 
fmltn&mn and Spermatic VefTels to be cover cl with Fat, 
and icarce to be ieen ; and that he did not fmell fo 
rank and ftrong, as. other Dogs that had not been Ca- 
ftrated. 

A yellow-ftreak'd Lizard. [Lacerta Cftalci-Iica] which 
had been kept all the Winter in a Glafs with Bran, being 
expofed to the Sun to. refrefh it, on the contrary died 
in a few Hours* "We have alfo often found, that Scor* 
fons, expofed to the hot Sun, efpecially in the Summer, 
died in a fhort time. 

A Drachm of purified White Vitriet, injected' into th£ 
Crural Vein of a Dog* killed him immediately. 

Fifteen Grains of Salt of Urine, diflblved in an Ounce 
©f Water, and injected into the Crural Vein of a Dog, 
eaft him into fuch violent Convulfions, that we were 
afraid he would dye under them. When he had reco- 
vered hi'mfelf a little, we repeated the Injection with 
the fame quantity $ but the Dog got the better of it,, 
tho' with a great deal of difficulty, and, perfectly re- 
covered., 

April the 2.7th, we made a Decoction of 2 Drachms 
e£ Sena in Water, and injected warm three Ounces of 
it into th& Crura! Vein of a very fst } large, and ftrong. 
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Dog, He continued pretty quiet, without any Ggn o£ 
pain or uneafinefs, during the Operations and when 
it was over we let him loofe, expe&ing the Event of it. 
He was melancholy and dejeded> but eafy and without 
any fenfible commotion, for the fpace of an Hour. After 
that, his Refpiration grew quicker, he had a murmur- 
ing Noife in his Belly, with violent Commotions of the 
Mufcles of his Abdomen^ Diaphragme, Stomach and In - 
teftines, and vomited plentifully a Biliofe Matter. After 
his Vomiting he grew faint, and in a little time his 
Vomiting returned again 5 fo that in an Hour and half 
he vomited lour times. His Strength and Appetite were 
very weak, and he would eat nothing for three Days. 
But on the third Day his Appetite, Strength, and former 
Brisknefs returned, and he recover'd. 

Two Dogs, which had their Recurrent Nerves cut, loft 
their Barking and Voice. But doubting whether the 
Wound or Scar might not arTed and hurt the Motion of 
the Mufcles, we performed the fame Operation on ano- 
ther Dog, but without cutting the Nerves 5 and when 
the Wound was healed, he barked as freely as be- 
fore. 

A Dog that had the Nerves of the Par vagnnt cut 
afunder, prefently grew deje&ed and faint. He breathed 
very flowly and with Sighs 5 for when he had drawn 
in his Breath leifurely and infenfibly, it came forth again 
immediately very forcibly and witli a Sigh, as if it had 
been retained a long time in the Lungs. The Mufcles 
of the Abdomen and the Diaphragme laboured hard., as 
if they were to fupply the Defect of the Lungs, which 
were grown alrrioft ufelefs by being denied an Influx of 
Spirits by the Pneumonic Nerves. The Dog refufed 
all kind of Meatj fometimes he vomited, or had aft 
Inclination to Vomit ; and at laft, in two Days time, he 
dyed. 
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Aii other Dog, that had the Nerves of the Par vagtttt 
Only tyed, Jived 10 Days.- He vomited frequently, and 
would not eat unlefs clandeftinely : He breathed with 
Sighs, and was very faint. 

A Dog, that had the Trunk of the Aorta, defiendent 
tyed hard a little above the Diaphragme, immediately 
loft the ufe of his hind Legs ^ for when he ftood on his 
fore Legs, he would draw after him his hinder Legs, as 
if they had been dead : He grew weaker by degrees, 
and dyed in five Hours. 

July the 1 2tb, a Mole being ftung in the Side by a 
Scorfiony dyed immediately convuhed. In this we ob- 
served, that the Intefkinttm cacttm\% wanting in Moles. 



III. A Letter from the late Mr. Edward Lhwyd, 
jftjeper of the Afhmolean Mufeum in Oxford, 
to Vr. Tancred Robinfon, F. (2^. 6\ Giving a 
farther Account of what he met with remarkable in 
Katural Hiftory and Antiquities, in his Travels 
thro Wales. 

hhm Djv&dog, Glamrgmjhire, Sep*-. £2. 1697. 

SIR, 

I Had no fooner received your«la(r, but was forced 
to retire in a hurry to the Mountainous Parts of this 
County, in order to copy out a large Weljb MS. which 
the O'-vner was not willing to fpare above two or three 
Days, and that in his Neighbourhood. It was writ on 
Vellom, about joo Years fince 5 and contained a Col- 
lection cf raoft of the eideft Writers mentioned by Dr. 

T)&vhs % 



